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STEM PIPELINE PROGRAM HELPS UNDER-REPRESENTED MINORITIES PURSUE A STEM EDUCATION

New Program Raises Awareness, Provides Scholarships to Students in Central Florida
Orlando, Fla. – United Negro College Fund (UNCF), Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute at Lake Nona, Akerman Senterfitt and Central Florida Medical Society recently launched the STEM Pipeline Program – a collaborative partnership of private business and nonprofit organizations aimed at increasing the interest of African-Americans and other minorities in science-related fields.

“We are extremely proud to offer a program to Central Florida students who may otherwise not know their interest in this career path, or feel like they don’t have the funds to pay for college,” said Sherry Paramore, area development director for UNCF. “It is truly a gift to be able to see students all the way through their education to eventual placement in a STEM-related career, by providing awareness, training and mentorship support.”
While the demand for skilled individuals with backgrounds in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) continues to increase, minorities are still under-represented in these fields due to inadequate foundational skills during middle and high school, lack of financial resources for college, and low awareness of interest in STEM-related careers, according to UNCF.

“The STEM Pipeline Program is a unique approach to stimulating interests in scientific careers by providing students with hands-on experience. Interns will live and breathe laboratory research on a daily basis and refine their skills over a series of years,” said Layton Smith, Ph.D., assistant professor at Sanford-Burnham’s Diabetes and Obesity Center in Lake Nona. “As a mentor in the STEM program, I am especially enthusiastic and pleased to contribute to the Orlando community by helping students find their passion for science and to learn more about what we do. We are helping to train the scientists of tomorrow at Medical City.”

In addition to providing in-classroom career information about STEM education at local middle and high schools with diverse populations, the program also fosters further development by offering a four-year scholarship to qualified students toward a STEM major, which includes paid internships for all four summers at the Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute at Lake Nona.

“Akerman is proud to partner with UNCF and Sanford-Burnham in the support of the STEM Pipeline Program," said Megan DeVault, shareholder at Akerman Senterfitt and Chair of UNCF's Scholarship Committee. "This program meets an important need to further the educational development of under-represented minorities in science-related careers, while also providing an investment in the future of our community,”

Furthermore, upon graduating with a four-year degree, scholarship recipients will continue to receive career counseling and mentorship assistance with questions concerning STEM professions.

For more information on the STEM Pipeline Program or to find out how to become involved, visit http://www.uncfstempipeline.org/, or contact Sherry Paramore at 407-896-6940.

____________

About UNCF:
UNCF (United Negro College Fund) is the nation's largest and most effective minority education organization. To serve youth, the community and the nation, UNCF supports students' education and development through scholarships and other programs, strengthens its 38 member colleges and universities, and serves as a leading national advocate of education and college readiness. UNCF awards more than 10,000 scholarships each year, the largest of which, the UNCF Gates Millennium Scholars Program, has a 90 percent college graduation rate. UNCF institutions and other historically black colleges and universities are highly effective, awarding 21 percent of African American baccalaureate degrees. Today, UNCF supports more than 60,000 students at over 900 colleges and universities across the country. Its logo features the UNCF torch of leadership in education and its widely recognized motto, "A mind is a terrible thing to waste."® Learn more at www.UNCF.org.

About Akerman Senterfitt
Akerman is a leading transactions and trial law firm known for its core strengths in middle-market M&A, within the financial services and real estate industries, and for a diverse Latin America practice. With more than 500 lawyers and government affairs professionals and a network of 19 offices, it is ranked among the top 100 law firms in the United States by The National Law Journal NLJ 250 (2012) and is the recipient of the Minority Corporate Counsel Association's Thomas L. Sager Award for Diversity. Akerman also is ranked among the top 100 law firms for diversity by MultiCultural Law magazine (2011) and recognized as the Law Firm of the Year for Diversity – South by Benchmark Litigation (2012). More information can be found at akerman.com or twitter.com/akerman_law.

About Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute 
Sanford-Burnham Medical Research Institute is dedicated to discovering the fundamental molecular causes of disease and devising the innovative therapies of tomorrow. The Institute consistently ranks among the top five organizations worldwide for its scientific impact in the fields of biology and biochemistry (defined by citations per publication) and currently ranks third in the nation in NIH funding among all laboratory-based research institutes. Sanford-Burnham is a highly innovative organization, currently ranking second nationally among all organizations in capital efficiency of generating patents, defined by the number of patents issued per grant dollars awarded, according to government statistics.

Sanford-Burnham utilizes a unique, collaborative approach to medical research and has established major research programs in cancer, neurodegeneration, diabetes, and infectious, inflammatory, and childhood diseases. The Institute is especially known for its world-class capabilities in stem cell research and drug discovery technologies. Sanford-Burnham is a U.S.-based, non-profit public benefit corporation, with operations in San Diego (La Jolla) and Santa Barbara, California and Orlando (Lake Nona) in Florida. For more information, please visit our website (www.sanfordburnham.org) or blog (http://beaker.sanfordburnham.org). You can also receive updates by following us on Facebook and Twitter. 

About Central Florida Medical Society

The Central Florida Medical Society offers its members the opportunity to collaborate on healthcare issues affecting Central Florida residents as well as offers a forum for social engagement and interaction. The clinicians participating in the society take pride in being able to serve individuals’ healthcare needs in a quality manner.
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